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Silhouette portraits are fascinating art pieces that capture a

person’s profile, showing just their outline without any

colors or details. This unique form of art became popular in

the 18th century and continued to grow in popularity

throughout the 1800s. The name "silhouette" comes from

Étienne de Silhouette, a French finance minister known for

his frugal lifestyle. People started using his name for these

shadow-like portraits as a playful way to refer to something

inexpensive yet artistic. 

Creating a silhouette portrait was quite different from

painting a full picture. Artists would often cut out profiles

from black paper and paste them onto a lighter background.

Some artists even used special machines to create these

portraits more quickly. This method made it easy to capture

a person’s likeness in just a few minutes! People loved

having their silhouettes made at parties or fairs because they

were a fun and quick way to remember friends and family.



During the 1800s, silhouette portraits became extremely popular, especially in Europe

and America. They were often seen in homes decorating walls and serving as keepsakes.

Many families would display silhouettes of their loved ones. At the time, photography

was still new and relatively expensive, so silhouettes provided an affordable way for

people to have their images preserved.

Silhouettes also reflected the styles and fashions of the time. The way people dressed

could be seen in their profiles, showcasing the latest hairstyles and clothing trends. This

made silhouettes not just art but also a glimpse into the culture and society of the time,

such as the examples below that can be viewed at Rose Hill Museum. 

Today silhouettes remain popular in art and design. They remind us of a simpler time

when capturing a likeness didn’t require complex technology. Keep reading for

instructions on how to create your own silhouette ornament! 

We encourage you to visit Rose Hill Museum to find the first artifact pictured in this

article! Open Sundays 2:00 - 4:30, April through December.



Instructions
Supplies Needed:

black construction paper

contrasting color of construction or scrapbook paper

doilies, stickers, additional adornments (optional)

gluestick

pencil

scissors

photo of self/subject in profile view, printed to approximately a 5x7

size.

oval template (found at the end of the lesson)

hole punch

ribbon or yarn



Steps

1.Print out the first oval template at the end of this lesson. 

2.Use a pencil to trace the oval template on both black and a

contrasting color/patterned paper, I chose a textured olive

piece of scrapbook paper. Cut out your two ovals. 



2. Cut out the photo of your/your subject’s face along and

around the silhouette profile. Once cut, place it on top of the

black oval and line up accordingly. Hold in place and use a

pencil to trace around the outside. Cut out the traced silhouette

and erase any leftover pencil lines around the edge. 



3. Use a glue stick to glue the black silhouette to your contrasting piece

of paper. 

4.You could stop here for the classic, simple yet striking silhouette

style. But, you could also add additional layers, embellishments, etc. if

desired. There is an additional larger oval template at the end of the

lesson that can be used as a third layer in a contrasting color. I added a

magenta layer, added some floral embellishments, and wrote my name

in script. 



5. Once complete, hang your silhouette portrait on your

refrigerator, put it in a frame to display, use it as a celebration

card, etc! The possibilities are endless!

We would love to see your complete silhouette projects! Share a

picture with us via email bvhsrosehill@gmail.com, or share on

Facebook and tag Bay Village Historical Society



Oval template - use one in black for the silhouette, and one in a

contrasting color or a fun scrapbook pattern. 



Larger oval for contrasting background oval
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