
Ancient civilizations, the Romans, Greeks and
Egyptians were all a huge fan of marbles! Not
only did they construct, collect, and play group
games with these marbles, they also raced them
down grooves or tracks in an attempt to hit a
target. These earliest innovations of the marble
run were constructed of stone and wood. 
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By the 1900s, marble runs were a staple in toy stores in both America and Europe. While
some marble runs were designed with educational purposes in mind, they were also enjoyed
as purely entertainment. Their popularity was not limited to children, as many adults also
enjoyed the hobby. Collectors emerged throughout this time period in search of rare and
unique designs. This rise in popularity sparked innovation globally, resulting in some truly
magnificient marble run creations.

Please note the examples pictured to
the right have been sourced from
the internet and cannot be found at
Rose Hill. However, the artifact
pictured above can be viewed on
the second floor of the museum. 



Modern marble run toys are often found in sets that encourage you to design and construct

your own marble run. Using recycled materials from around your home you can create your

very own marble run to experiment and play with marbles and gravity, just as children have

for thousands of years! Find the instructions to create your very own marble run on the

following pages. 

We encourage you to visit Rose Hill Museum to find the first artifact pictured in this article! 

Open Sundays 2:00 - 4:30, April through December.

We encourage you to visit Rose Hill Museum to find the artifacts pictured in this article! 
Open Sundays 2:00 - 4:30, April through December.



Do-It-Yourself Marble Run
Supplies

scrap cardboard
cardboard tubes - paper towel/toilet paper tubes (I used 5-6 paper towel
tubes for the project below)
scissors
hot glue gun
markers, stickers, scrapbook paper, various art supplies to decorate 
marbles

Instructions
Find a piece of cardboard that will be large enough to be the base/back of
your marble run. Set it up in your work space, leaned against a wall or a
sturdy piece of furniture. Make sure your marbles are nearby for trial and
error as you work. 
If desired, decorate your base piece of cardboard before you begin
constructing your marble run. You can use scrapbook paper, paint, markers,
or any fun art supplies you may have on hand. You can also wait until after
you have glued your tubes in place to decorate, or leave it completely plain
as well, it is entirely up to you! 
Before you begin preparing your cardboard tubes, turn on your hot
glue gun to come to temperature. Ask an adult for assistance if needed.
Hot glue guns can cause burns and should be handled carefully. The
following steps are best done with adult supervision or assistance.



Using a pair of safe scissors cut cardboard tubes in half to create ramps for
your marble to travel down. Create enough to reach from the top to bottom
of your base piece of cardboard. I left some full length and also cut some half
the size to play around with as well! I used 5-6 cardboard tubes cut into
various pieces.

Choose a starting point near the top of your cardboard base and place your
first cardboard tube. You want to glue the cardboard tube at a slight
downward angle to ensure the marble will travel to the next tube below. 



As you arrange the next tube below ensure it is aligned or overlapped with
the edge of the tube above. This will allow the marble to land at the top of
the piece and continue in a downward path. Before you glue a new piece
into place, I recommend taking a marble and dropping it down from the top
to ensure everything lines up just right. 



Continue this process until you have reached the bottom of your run! You
can play around with full tubes and smaller pieces as well. I even created a
“backboard” of sorts out of a scrap piece of tube so my marble would not fly
off the edge. Get creative and don’t be afraid to pull a piece off and try again
if it does not work the first time!

We would love to see photos of your marble runs! Share a picture with us via
email bvhsrosehill@gmail.com, or share on Facebook and tag Bay Village
Historical Society.



Information and resources for this lesson sourced from:

“The History of the Marble.” Marble Run Expert, 8 Dec. 2023,

marblerunexpert.com/the-history-of-the-marble/.

Skill Prepare. “A Brief History of Marble Runs.” Skill Prepare, 24 Nov.

2023, skillprepare.com/a-brief-history-of-marble-runs/.
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